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FRESH AND :DRIED FBUITS

.Mr.~ Steve Ritchie,_ Acting-Executive Directo~        ~
-’Cal:.P~d Bay-Delta~P~ogram. ";

1416 Ninth St.~,!Suite,:ll.55 - ...... "’

Sacramento, CA-95814

Re: ~inal Programmatic E~S/EIR " -
° "

Dear Mr. Ritchie: - ¯

I am an apricot, cherry and peach gr.ower from. the Santa
clara~v.alley... ~Our family farms about 70~acres of "drdhards in
Morgan ~ill~ana we:receive ~er for irrigation purpose~ f~om the
Bureau of’-~eelama~i~n via the Santa Clara:~al~ey’~ater District.
Although :the,,Cal~Fed.p&an.can se~io~sl¥..~f.ge~tithe availabil~t¥
of our irr’fgati0n W~er, ’~"c6m~e~ts""re~£d~ig :th~C~i~Fed plan
relgte to~-Calfforni~’~ agricultural.~indus~ry as a whole;

The Cal~ed,i.planto~.conv:e~t~near.iyi~250,O00?ac~e~.~f farmland,
tO habitat and-other uses istof, great ~o~cern .to me and_many of.
my f~llow-farmers.- A comprehensive st~dy,shoul~:be °initiated tO
determine th~ environmenta! & economic impact of sucN a land
conversion. Cal-~d must seek-ways ~o avoid.conv~ting farm~ffnd ..

.to other uses.:~ 8ntire co~mun±ti~sl,and-groups of farm
could be negatively affected By tge Ca~e~ program~ ~.

I believe that°~in trying~toprot~ct the:~nvironment, the
Cal=Fed plan c~uld a~tuall~ harm the environment. Many species

take out of production agricultu~e. This wildl~if~ is present - "
be~aus.e of the habitat p~ovided byo~armers and,rancN~fS.’. "

--g~siorfcall~ the government has:not done an.~ood jdb of
protectingand repopulating these species.-Cooper~tive.
arrahgement~with landowners have-worked better.        ~ -    : _

Farmer-s & Ra~Che~s. can-run w~idl~fe-fr~endly, ~ro-ductive
operat±ons 0nly if they"have an adequ~:te, rerl~able,’and.
affordable water-supply. Farm~and~will..lose its value both :as
hab±t~t and as a~i,ta!~foo~ resource f~r :Californ±a~s gro~i~g
populati:on- - ..... .~ _ ,.:..’ :~ - ’,~.~.     ’ --
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overnment-already.:owns, frfty:percent ~. California’s one,
hundred millid~ a~res’~ .I be~ie~ethe~Cal-~ed plan Shohi~ ~ondhct
its habit~at-restorationworkOn existing    ~       " " . ~.governmgnt-owned land
instead of converting ~even more_ Private l~nd to.government
ownership. California farmland-is ;a natUraL resource-:~f g!obal
~zm~ortance and need~to-rema±n ±n agricultural-product±on. ~

C-]]4417



~ksa~farmer~, I recognize and support the need to use water.
more efficient!y~and have installed, ~h-great capita! expense, a

micro:, sprinkle~ ~irrigation. sTstem on ~ur f~mi~’~70 acre 6rchard
operation. Ca&ifornia farmers asia whole, have-increased
agricultural productio~ by. two-thirds since 1967,-while using
less water; Fa£mers gene~ally don’t need additional new water~.

_ -~ But farmers recog.ni.ze-~:th&t.t~e need to insur.e that ~there is
enough water_to satisfy Cal-Fed’slenvironment.al goals:, e:speeia!ly
in dry y~ars will-seriously~impaqt.t.he a~aiiabili~y’of water to
Ca!ifornia’~ farmers, and ranchers. _It.~is~my feeling-the-oniy way
to guarantee ~de~uate water supplies for all uses, _~especially
during droughts., ~s to ca~tuke more. water d~r~ing wet. winters
~pecially in-ab09e ground res%.rvoirs~. Farmers kno~ ~he!~

~ ~prioritieS~fQr wa~er ~are for-.environmental and-urban uses. In
~     years of water,shortages._ farme~s~ f~arm worker,:and many small

c4mmunit.ies will suffer as a result ~of l~ost water supplies. ~

Last~year at the sixteen-C~l"Fed hearings held-around the
state 800"farmers, ~-~nchers an:d their families and neighbors "-.
testified!on behalf of CalifOrnia: agriculture.’- T~ese people are---
St~ewards ~of t~e environment, managing land and water that
produces food,wild~ife and oxzgen~ It is: a gr~at--disappointment
to. me that~-Cal-Fed and:i~s, agencies~haQe turned a.deaf,ear to the
concerns of these. California~.citizens.~.

Cal~Fed should not finalize £ts-plan until Citizens have
adequate ~gpportunity to review and comment~upon it.. It ±s~-too
encompass~ng..a plan to rusfi~o.implementati.~n: For.this reason,~
C~l-Fed-shduld extent the comment period on the final EIS.)EIR a~d
also hol~ public-hearings-:to~’explain-what the’plan actua!ly,does

.. and how it wil.l affect, the people of California.

Mitcfiel~Nariani°’~ ~.s

c~: Senator Diahne Feins~ein " "-~-~
~- " Sgnator Barbara Boxer -".

Congresswoman Zoe Bofgren ’- " ~ ~
~ GovernotGray Davis "

State Sen. Bruce McPhe~son ~. ¯
Assemblyman Peter. Frusetta ¯

-. -.     Santa~Clara County Supervisor. D~n Gage                 ¯
Santa~Clara ValleyWater District ~Boa~d of-Directors
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